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00:30 

I If you could just introduce yourself and tell us where you're originally from. 
JdM I didn't hear that. 

I If you could just introduce yourself and tell us where you originally come 
from. 

Jdm James deMin from Walingford, Pensylvania. 


00:48 
I Why did you want to join the Navy? 
JM Because I couldn't find anything else to do, mainly. 


01:00 

I Could you tell us the story of your enlistment? How old you were, when 

you went. 

JM Yeah, I was 17, and I went to the Navy in Philadelphia and tried to join, and 
he said, 'you can't walk five miles with the feet you have.' So I went down 
to Wilmington, Delaware, and they took me right in. And they sent me 
back to Philadelphia for putting me in the Navy. 


I Did you see the same recruiter who wouldn't let you in? 

JM I don't know whether I did or not. I didn't pay any attention. But I 
probably did. 

01:49 

I What year did you enlist? 

JM 1939. 

I Where'd you go out for basic training? 


JM Norfolk, Virginia. 

I What was that like? 

JM It was okay. 

I What did they have you do there? 

JM We marched 8 hours a day. Left, right, left, right. 


I What was your job and rank in the Navy? 
JM You mean the top job that I had? 
I 


The job and rank when you were at Pearl Harbor. 


02:51 


JM 


I 
JM 


I 
JM 


When did you...could you tell us the story of how you got assigned to the 
Maryland, and how your job was? 

Yeah, actually I was very fortunate, I passed the test from bootcamp, or 
whatever they call it where you first enlist, I guess it was bootcamp, I 
passed the test to go to service school. Well that's a preliminary school, it 
lasts about, I don't know, about 6 weeks as I remember, and I wanted to be 
a gunner's mate. And I went to that school, and what they taught me 
enabled me to take a choice of any ship I wanted, so I chose the Maryland. 
Why did you choose the Maryland? 

Because it was the most modern ship at that time. I think they had the 
best guns. I was a gunner's mate. 

Going for the best? 

Yeah. 


04:02 


I 


JM 


When do we get stationed...when did you get stationed at Pearl Harbor? 
Could you tell us the story of how you got there? 

Let's see. I think the fleet went out to Pearl Harbor about 1939, and all the 
battleships went there. And we just stayed there on the ship until Pearl 
Harbor. 


04:36 


I 
JM 


What was your daily routine like on the battleship? 

You were able to go ashore in the afternoon, in the daytime, and do 
whatever you want, have a few beers or whatever. And then get back to 
the ship before dark. The officers had overnight liberty. 


05:03 


I 
JM 


I 
JM 


Was...describe what the ship was to you. Was it just your duty station, or 
was that...Did you do everything on board your ship, or... 

No, I had mostly worked in the magazines. Most of my work was in the 
magazine. 

Where did you sleep? 

In a hammock hung from the ceiling. 


Pause for sound 


06:24 


I 


JM 
I 


JM 


When you heard you were gonna be stationed in Hawaii, what did you 
think that would be like? 

I had no idea. I hadn't been there before. Had no idea. 

What was life on the island like? Could you describe what it looked like, 
what you did on shore leave, what the people were like... 

We weren't very well receiver by the local population. We called them 
kenakees. And we couldn't go ashore by ourself, you'd get beat up. We 
had to go in bunches. 

What did you do when you went on shore leave? 

Oh, probably eat in a restaurant or have a few drinks. I was gonna say 


beers, but I don't drink beer. Yeah, I'd have a few drinks. 


07:33 


I 


When you would get back to the ship, what was your normal routine 
through the day? 


JM Iwas mainly concerned with the magazines. I spent all my time in the 
magazines. In fact, I got locked up in one of them, one time. They had to 
go get the keys from the captain to let me out. 

I Could you tell us the physical location of magazines on the ship? 

JM Yeah, they're down on the 3™ deck, around the handling rooms, the big 
barbette where the 16 inch guns are, they call they big round thing a 
barbette, and the magazines are all around that 

Pause 

09:05 

I Do you remember where you were and what you were doing on December 
6"? 

JM = December 6"? 

I The day before the attack. 

JM Not really, I'd be doing the same thing I always did. Have breakfast and go 


to my work station, which was the magazine. 


Could you walk us through your day on December 7"? What you saw, what 
you heard, what you did. 


10:50 


You said that December 7", you the Japanese, you saw the planes. 

Yeah. 

Could you describe...could you walk us through your day after you saw 
them? What happened, what you did... 

Yeah, after I saw them, I immediately headed for my battle station, which 
was down on the 3 deck where, I told you, the magazine control valve, on 
the 3™ deck down. 

What did you hear down there? 

You mean right away? 

Throughout the attack, what did you hear, what was your experience down 
there? 

My experience was I was locked up with 4 or 5 other people, these other 


people apparently didn't have anything to do, I don't know what they were 
doing in there. There was a print shop in there with me, and, let's see...I 
lost my train of thought. Where were we? 

I You were in the magazine, the attack has started, general quarters has 
been called, and you're at your battle station. What were you doing? 

JM Yeah, okay, I was at my battle station, and it wasn't long before we started 
being jostled by the torpedoes exploding against the Oklahoma, which was 
tied up to us. 

I What was going through your mind when you started feeling that? 

JM I didn't really know because there was nothing I could do but sit there and 
take it. And we were jostled quite a bit by the torpedoes exploding. 


12:48 

I Were you able to send any powder up, load the guns during the attack? 

JM I didn't hear that. 

I Were you able to send any power up or load the guns during the attack, or 
were just sitting tight, waiting? 

JM I wasn't in that area, I wasn't in the magazine. No, the only thing they sent 
up to the gun was 5 inch shells. That's the only thing they could use, was 
the 5 inch, and the automatic weapons, of course. 

I Did you have any role in loading, sending that up? 

JM No. Asa matter of fact, the colored people handled all that, sending 
ammunition up. They worked their but off. Yeah, they really worked. 


I How long were you at your battle station that day? 
JM All day long. Till it got dusk. 
I Then what happened? How were you relieved? 


JM Well, they finally turned us loose. They secured from general quarters. 


When you went topside, describe to me the scene that you saw. 


15:40 

I Did you see the Oklahoma? 

JM ~~ I don't think I noticed the Oklahoma that night because it was getting dark. 
I didn't see it until the next day. 


I 
JM 


Pause 


Tell me what you saw when you saw the Oklahoma the next day. 

All I could see was a part of the bow sticking out of the water, and they had 
cut openings in it, trying to get people out. I think they did get a few 
people out. They cut openings with torches. 


I 
JM 


Did you see the Arizona at all? 

No, we had to look down through all the ships to...the Arizona was at the 
end, we were up at the beginning. I couldn't really see it, though. 
Where did you stay the night of December 7"? 

I think I just walked around the ship like everybody else. We didn't go to 
bed. 


17:32 


There was a lot of rumors flying around. Could you tell me what some of 
those rumors were? 

Well, there was a rumor of a saboteur on the ship. That turned out to be 
not true. I had the 3™ deck patrol during that night, and a lot of these 
rumors, they passed the word about the sabateur, and every time I opened 
a door, somebody's standing there with a dog wrench waiting to hit me on 
the head. And I had a 45. Yeah. 


18:17 


I 
JM 


Did the Maryland return fire during the 7" at all? 

Well, they took credit for some machine gun fire from some guy writing a 
letter up there, he was sitting at his battle station, happened to be writing 
a letter, and he got a 50 caliber machine gun going. I don't know whether 
he hit anything or not. And the Maryland, yeah they did fire, they had a 
gun called a 1.1 inch that wasn't worth a damn. The only guns that we got 
that were any good were Swedish 40 mm, and a Swiss 20 mm. That's the 
guns we used all during the war. Our guns were no good. They scrapped 
that 1.1 that the Americans made. 


19:25 


I 


JM 


Prior to the attack, did you have any inkling of the strained relations 
between Japan and the United States? 

Yeah. Our division officer would tell us when we went out for exercises, 
he'd say, 'we're libel to see some,' he didn't call them enemy planes, he 
called them strange airplanes. So, it wasn't a complete surprise. 

What were your orders when you were to see those strange airplanes? Did 
you have any? 

No, he never said what to do. I don't think we ever saw any. 

When you first heard, realized...could you tell me when you first realized 


that the Japanese were attacking? 

JM Oh yeah, as soon as I saw the plane going over headed for the airfield, I 
knew they were loaded with bombs, they didn't have torpedoes. The 
torpedo planes came later. Yeah, they were bombers. I knew then we were 


attacked. 

20:32 

I What thoughts went through your mind when you realized you were under 
attack? 


JM Well, get into my battle station. That was all I could think of. That's what 
I'm supposed to do. 
Did you lose any buddies, or... 


= 


I Did you lose any buddies during the attack? 

JM No, asa matter of fact, we were so lightly hit that we only, I think we had 2 
casualties. One enlisted man and one officer killed, that's all. 

Were you part of any of the recovery or salvage efforts? 
No. 

What changed on base and on Hawaii after December 7‘? 


23:36 
I How'd you feel when you were leaving Pearl Harbor to go back to the 
States? 


JM Good. Fine. 


27:00 


Pause 


Have you been back to Pearl Harbor ever? 

No. I wouldn't go back. No, I have no desire to go back. 

Why not? 

I just don't feel like I would enjoy anything. I wouldn't want to go back, no. 
I don't have anything against it, but I had no reason to go, spend all that 
money to go over there. No, if somebody took me free, I wouldn't go. 
What do you think the lesson of Pearl Harbor is for us today? 

Well, to try and keep abreast of what's going on. We dropped the ball, 
that's for sure, to let Pearl Harbor happen. 


28:52 


I 


There are a lot of people who go to the Arizona memorial to pay tribute the 
men who fell there on December 7", and for some, to learn about this 
history, perhaps for the first time. What would you want to say to those 
people as someone who saw it, experienced it, and lived through it? 

I didn't hear the last part. 

What would you want to say to those people today who go there to visit as 
someone who Saw it and lived through it? What would you want to convey 
to them, about your experiences there? 

I can't think of anything. I wouldn't even want to talk to them. 

If you had an opportunity to say something to the Japanese pilots who were 
flying that day, what would you say? 

Nothing really. He was just doing his job. No. I wouldn't say anything to 
him. 

Is there anything that I've missed that you want to talk about about your 
experiences at Pearl Harbor, that you think are important? 

No. I wanted to tell you about the West Virginia. I told you that. I think 
you pretty well covered it. 


Goodbyes 


